
K-3 Supplemental Parent and Guardian Guide  

  

INTRODUCTION  

Dear Parents and Guardians of K-1 Students,  

In striving to provide our parents with a better understanding of the report card grading system at Exploration, we have 

prepared this guide to help expand on student achievement and progress.  

  

This guide describes what a student should know and be able to do at the end of each marking period in Literacy, Math, 

Science, Social Studies, Science Lab /Maker Space, Art, Music and Physical Education. We firmly believe that by outlining 

these benchmarks, parents will have better insight into how Exploration links learning standards to student growth and 

achievement.  

  

In addition to this reporting system, our goal is to also develop our student’s responsibilities as a learner. We believe it is 

important for all students to learn the content of the curriculum and learn how to develop a critical, flexible, and 

thoughtful mindset while learning. This includes skills such as striving for success, active listening, cooperative learning, 

organization and self-control.  

It is critical to note the varied ways that this type of report card is beneficial for students, parents, and teachers:  

• Teachers can use ongoing assessment to guide classroom instruction. Students can practice their mastery of 

learning standard(s) without the penalty of receiving a poor grade. The process of re-teaching creates an 

opportunity for both teachers and students to learn from their mistakes and continually learn.  

• Allows teachers the opportunity to clearly communicate with parents.  

  

This guide will provide you with a frequency of progress reporting timeline, a description of proficiency levels, a sample 

report card, and the definition of terms used throughout this document.  

  

Please feel free to contact my office at (585) 498-4706 or your child’s homeroom teacher if you have questions or 

concerns.  

  

Rachelle Simmons 

Principal  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



REPORTING PROGRESS  

Reporting student progress occurs throughout the year and takes various forms. The overall process helps parents and 

students understand the topics studied in each specific content area, the skills and concepts introduced, and the 

expected level of performance at each grade level.  

IMPORTANT Quarterly Report Card Periods are issued four times a year.  

• November  

• February  

• April  

• June  

PERFORMANCE LEVEL INDICATORS  

There are four levels of performance noted on the Report Card using a numeric indicator system (4, 3, 2, 1, and N/A) to 

describe progress and growth over time. A descriptor for each indicator is provided below:  

4  3  2  1  N/A  

Exceeds Current Grade Level 

Expectations  
Meets Current Grade 

Level Expectations  
Approaching Current 

Grade Level Expectations  
Well Below Current 

Grade Level Expectations  
Not Assessed at This Time  

  
Student consistently 

demonstrates an ADVANCED 
understanding above and  

beyond what is expected at 

this grade level.  

  
Student consistently 

demonstrates a SECURE  
understanding of what is 

expected at this grade 

level.  

  
Student is demonstrating 

a DEVELOPING  
understanding of what is 

expected at this grade 

level.  

  
Student is demonstrating 

an EMERGING  
understanding of what is 

expected at this grade 

level.  

  
This standard/area was 

not assessed during this 

marking period.  

  

ACADEMIC GROWTH LEVEL INDICATORS:  

4 – A “4” indicates that the student’s growth/progress exceeds the learning standard because she/he has demonstrated an advanced 

understanding of the standard and has been able to apply that understanding in ways that go beyond grade level expectations. Given the very high 

standard for demonstrating a “4”, very few students will be at this level of performance.  

3 – A “3” indicates that the student has demonstrated an independent and secure understanding of the learning standard. This student requires 

little if any additional support or assistance in successfully demonstrating concepts learned and met grade level learning standards.  

2 – A “2” indicates that the student is developing as understanding of the learning standard and still requires intermittent support and assistance to 

meet the requirements of the learning standard for his/her grade level.  

1 – A “1” indicates that the student is developing an emerging understanding of the grade level standard currently. His/her current level of 

progress/growth is characterized as requiring consistent teacher support to make progress/growth.  

N/A – A “N/A” indicates that the learning standard/area was not adequately introduced, covered or assessed during the marking period. All 

learning standards/areas on a grade-level report card will be addressed by the end of the school year.  

BENCHMARK End of Quarter Kindergarten Benchmarks:  

Skill  Quarter 1  Quarter 2  Quarter 3  Quarter 4  

Guided Reading Levels  Pre-A  A-B  B-C  C-D  

Letter ID  All Uppercase 

All Lower Case  
      

Letter Sounds  10  All Individual  
Consonant Sounds  

All Short Vowel Sounds  Some diagraphs and 

blends  

High Frequency Words 

(reading only)  
5-10  25-50  50-75  75-100  

High Frequency Words 

(reading & writing)  
5-10  20  30  40  



Rote Counting Skip 

Counting  
1-31  1-50  1-75  1-100  

Number Writing  1-10  1-25  1-35  1-50  

  

BENCHMARK End of Quarter First Grade Benchmarks  

Skill  Quarter 1  Quarter 2  Quarter 3  Quarter 4  

Guided Reading Levels  D-E  E-G  G-H  H-I  

Letter ID  Kindergarten 

Benchmark  
      

Letter Sounds  Kindergarten 

Benchmark  
Long Vowel Sounds  Many diagraphs and 

Blends  
  

High Frequency Words 

(reading only)  
Kindergarten Benchmark 

100-125  
125-150  150-175  175-200  

High Frequency Words 

(reading & writing)  
Kindergarten 

Benchmark  
75  100  120  

Rote Counting Skip 

Counting  
Kindergarten 

Benchmark  
    120  

Number Writing  Kindergarten 

Benchmark  
50-75  75-100  100-120  

  

TERMINOLOGY  

Assessment: The ongoing process of gathering data or giving feedback about student’s performance to determine a 

student’s strengths and weaknesses, improve instruction and document student progress.  

Benchmark: A reachable target for students learning at various points of the year, as defined by samples of student 

work.  

Learning Standard: A statement that identifies what students should know and be able to do. Learning Standards for 

each content area subject and grade span are identified in the New York Next Gen Standards. These can be viewed 

online at the New York Stage Engage website.  

Indicator: A defined letter/number used to communicate student growth/development scale within the academics and 

personal development.  


